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Man dragged 
by truck for 
nearly 30 blocks 

death A 42-year-old man 
died after being dragged 
under a truck for almost 
30 blocks Saturday night. 

The man was trying to 
cross 118 Avenue west of 
50 Street at about 11 p.m. 
when he was hit by a 
Dodge Dakota. 

The Dakota knocked the 
pedestrian into the 
adjacent lane and he got 
lodged under an 
oncoming Ford FI50. 

The driver of the Ford 
kept driving until 120 Av¬ 
enue and 76 Street where 
another motorist alerted 
him of the situation. The 
pedestrian was taken to 
hospital where he was pro¬ 
nounced dead a short time 
later. metro edmoimton 
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Competition Breaking it down 


Troops 

shocked 

Quick dismissal of military 
boss leaves Forces without 
leader at critical time 


BP scrambles after cap plan fails 


oil spill After failing again 
to stem the flow of oil into 
the Gulf of Mexico, BP 
scrambled yesterday to con¬ 
trol the spill that the presi¬ 
dent’s top energy adviser 
said was the biggest envi¬ 
ronmental disaster the U.S. 
has ever faced. 

Six weeks after the spill, 
oil giant BP PLC said that its 
latest plan to cap the well 
wouldn’t capture all the 
crude fouling the Gulf. And 
the two relief wells current¬ 


ly being drilled — which 
are supposed to be a better 
long-term solution — won’t 
be done for at least two 
months. 

“Well, the relief well at 
the end of August is certain¬ 
ly the end — the end point 
on this game,” Robert Dud¬ 
ley, BP’s managing director, 
said on ABC television’s 
This Week. “But we failed to 
wrestle the beast to the 
ground yesterday." 

That means the relief 


well won’t be completed 
until the middle of the At¬ 
lantic hurricane season. 
The crude likely won’t af¬ 
fect the formation of 
storms, but the cyclones 
could push the oil deeper 
into coastal marshes and es¬ 
tuaries and turn the oil into 
a crashing black surf. White 
House energy adviser Carol 
Browner said that there was 
more oil spilling into the 
Gulf than at any other time 
in history, the associated press 


Sean Arceta, 22, practises for the B-boy dance competition during the Ho Nuva Level event at the 
iHuman Youth Society yesterday. Story, page 2. 


Unleashing 
on June 8. 


The abrupt dismissal of 
Canada’s military 
commander in 
Afghanistan over what the 
military described as 
alleged inappropriate con¬ 
duct with a subordinate 
left troops in disbelief yes¬ 
terday, wondering what 
became of their leader 
tasked with leading them 
at a critical juncture in the 
war. 

The stunning accusation 
that Brig.-Gen. Daniel 
Menard engaged in an inti¬ 
mate relationship with a fe¬ 
male member of his staff 
while in theatre provided a 
momentaiy distraction 
amid the grisly realities of 
the conflict. 

One young Canadian sol¬ 
dier widened his eyes 
when told of the 
news before quickly 
saying he didn’t want 
to discuss the matter. 

Another summed 
it up in blunt terms. 

“It’s just sad,” said 
the troop, who de¬ 
clined to give his 
name. “I’d rather not 
talk about it.” 

Menard, whose u±±^c- 
sparkling career with the 
Canadian Forces dates back 
26 years, was relieved of his 
command in Afghanistan 
after military brass became 
aware of allegations he was 
involved in a personal rela¬ 
tionship with a woman. 

Menard joined the Cana¬ 
dian Forces in 1984. After 
finishing basic officer train¬ 
ing, he was posted to the 


“He was a pretty 
high flyer. What we 
probably got now is 
effectively the end 
of his career” 
JackGranatstein, 
senior research fellow, 
Canadian Defence 
and Foreign Affairs 
Institute 

3rd Battalion of the Royal 
22nd Regiment as a platoon 
commander. 

He swiftly ascended the 
ranks, serving in Britain, 
Germany, Bosnia-Herzegov- 
ina and Haiti before deploy¬ 
ing to Afghanistan 
last November. He 
was scheduled to re¬ 
main in command of 
Canadian Forces in 
the war-tom countiy 
until the fall. 

Militaiy historian 
Jack Granatstein, a 
senior research fel¬ 
low with the Canadi¬ 
an Defence and For¬ 
eign Affairs Institute, said 
the allegations have deliv¬ 
ered a damning blow 
against someone who was a 
young, rising star in Cana¬ 
da’s militaiy. 

“He was a pretty high fly¬ 
er,” Granatstein said in an 
interview from Toronto. 
“What we probably got 
now is effectively the end of 
his career.” 
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Brig.-Gen. 


Darnel Menard 
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Get out your superhero duds 

It's not Halloween, but on June 19 starting at 7:30 p.m. it'll sure feel 
like it at the Druid on Jasper Avenue. Come dressed as your favourite 
pop culture icon for the Superhero Costume Party and win prizes. 
Tickets are $10 per person and include one free drink and no cover 
charge until 10 p.m. metro edmontoim 
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WHAT’S ONLINE TODAY 


Immigration Guidy 
Mamann on how Canada's 
immigration officers 
may be hurting for¬ 
eign relations at 
metronews.ca/ 
immigration 



Friday, May 28 
Lotto Max: 11,18,23,24,27,28 & 39 Bonus 1 

Saturday, May 29 

Lotto 6 / 49 : 18, 32 , 40, 41 , 47 & 49 Bonus 7 
These results are not officiaL 



/a Hung 101 today 
weather in #yeg is 
perfect for family 
gathering with 
hot beef noodle soup #pho. 
/©salmalir Watching #theof- 
fice and hiding from the so- 
uncheery weather outside. I 
love you Edmonton, but real¬ 
ly? #yeg 

riDnaidoo Great to see the 
North Saskatchewan River 
water levels higher now. 


News in brief 


MOUNTIE An Edmonton radio 
station is reporting that Alber¬ 
ta's top Mountie is being trans¬ 
ferred to Ottawa to become 
the second in command of the 
RCMP. CHED says it has learned 
that Rod Knecht will be named 
senior deputy commissioner 
under William Elliott, the civil¬ 
ian head of the RCMP. 
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FREE Health and 
Wellness Workshop 


June 1st 

Yoga, Meditation, 
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Weather woes hit triathlon 


Bicycling portion of annual Subway Coronation race cut 



Averil Finlay is congratulated after finishing the 26th annual Subway Coronation Triathlon yester¬ 
day on a cold and wet morning. 


ANDREAS MORSE 

andreas.morse@metronews.ca 


When is a triathlon not a 
triathlon? 

When it’s held on a typi¬ 
cal late-May day in Edmon¬ 
ton. 

The temperature was 
barely above freezing and 
the rain was coming down 
hard, so race officials at 
the 26 annual Subway 
Coronation Triathlon had 
to pull the plug on the cy¬ 
cling portion of the event 
yesterday morning. 

The bad weather didn’t 
stop eveiybody from com¬ 
peting, however. Averil 
Finlay came out for the 
morning race despite the 
rain to compete in what 
she thought would be her 
first true triathlon. Finlay 
only started competing 
last year and has two 
sprint competitions under 
her belt. 

“I am disappointed that 
we didn’t get to bike,” she 
said seconds after crossing 
the finish line to cheers 
and hugs. “They cancelled 
it because it was too cold, 
so we did the swim and the 
run.” 

The weather couldn’t 


dampen her spirits, 
though. 

“It’s all about getting it 
done,” said the Edmonton¬ 
ian who finished the one- 
lcilometre swim and eight- 
lcilometre run. “You’re 
elated at the end, it’s a 
wonderful feeling, espe¬ 
cially when you get older, 
you feel like you can do 


anything. It’s great.” 

The decision was made 
to cancel the cycling por¬ 
tion by EMS, police and 
delegates from the Alberta 
Triathlon Association, ac¬ 
cording to race director 
Kurt Bosch. 

“Our athletes were in 
veiy good spirits and veiy 
supportive,” he said. “It 


was done in the interest of 
the athletes’ safety. We 
had some concerns with 
the temperature, the snow 
... and hypothermia.” 

Volunteer first-aid crews 
said they only had to help 
one athlete, who got too 
cold after coming out of 
the indoor pool for the out¬ 
door run. 


Breakdancers bust their best moves 


“We’re just trying to showcase that 
hip-hop can be used as a positive tool.” 

Matthew Wood, event host and organizer 


ELISE BARTA 

for Metro Edmonton 


competition The iHuman 
Youth Society hosted an 
all-ages B-boy and B-girl 
dance competition yester¬ 
day for the Ho Nuva Level 
event. 

“What we do through 
iHuman, and our goal, is to 
use hip-hop as an avenue 
for the youth to express 
themselves,” said Brianna 
Olson, social worker for 


the iHuman Youth Society. 

B-boy or B-girl dancing is 
the technical term for the 
branch of hip-hop dance 
covered under brealcdanc- 
ing, and this competition 
is one of the few in Ed¬ 
monton. 

“We’re just trying to 
showcase that hip-hop can 


be used as a positive tool,” 
said Matthew Wood, host 
and organizer of the event 
and local B-boy DJ in Ed¬ 
monton. “And this just 
showcases that there are 
kids out there with mad 
talent, and these kids 
work hard. They practise 
all the time.” 


Wood said that the di¬ 
versity of the youths’ ages, 
situations, and back¬ 
grounds, as well as their 
dedication, is among the 
most unique aspects of the 
competition. 

“You really have to pre¬ 
pare a lot for your rou¬ 
tines,” said Jacob Jung, a 
student at the University 
of Alberta. “I came here to 
have fun ... I do it actually 
eveiy day, but I keep it bal¬ 
anced with my schoolworlc 
and eveiything.” 
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Woman hit by train dies of injuries 


Remains those of missing recluse 


death A woman from 
British Columbia has died 
from her injuries after be¬ 
ing struck by a westbound 
CN Rail train west of Ed¬ 
monton. 

RCMP have not released 
the woman’s name or 
hometown. 

They say the 27-year-old 
woman was struck on a set 
of tracks that run through 


the community of Spruce 
Grove, Alta., on Thursday. 

Police say the woman 
was not at a rail crossing 
when she was struck. 

The woman was airlifted 
to hospital in Edmonton in 
critical condition and later 
died. 

RCMP and CN Rail police 
are investigating. 
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identification Human re¬ 
mains discovered in re¬ 
mote bush northwest of 
Edmonton have been iden¬ 
tified as those of a recluse 
who had been missing for 
almost seven months. 

RCMP say the family of 
Neil Douglas Thomson, 
who was 62, has been noti¬ 
fied. 

Thomson, who had med¬ 


ical problems, lived alone 
in a secluded rustic cabin 
near Dapp, Alta., and was 
last seen on Nov. 5. 

His remains were discov¬ 
ered this week by two 
ATVers, who were out rid¬ 
ing west of Jarvie near 
Westloclc. 

Police say no cause of 
death has been deter¬ 
mined. THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Road repairs mean delays on Yellowhead Trail 

Drivers using Yellowhead Trail should expect major delays between 50 Street and 82 Street from 8 p.m. on Thursday until 2 a.m. on Friday, and then from 8 
p.m. on Friday until about 10 p.m. on Wednesday. Epcor will be doing a valve replacement and traffic will be reduced to one lane, metro news services 


local 3 


Young performers will take 
centre stage at Nextfest 


YONATHAN SUMAMO 

for Metro Edmonton 


What could be the largest- 
ever Nextfest is just mere 
days away, with 11 days of 
local performances sched¬ 
uled to dazzle viewers. 

Nextfest, an art 
festival showcas¬ 
ing emerging 
artists in the¬ 
atre, film, 
music and 
more, will 
take place on 
June 3-13 in 
multiple venues 
in the downtown 
Edmonton area. 

Festival director Steve 
Pirot said events targeted 
for young adult perform¬ 
ers are made easier with 
an experienced festival 
like this one, which has 
been around for 15 years. 

“It’s an opportunity for 
young artists to express 
themselves in a profession¬ 
ally developed festival,” 
Pirot said. 


The festival has been 
able to flourish for many 
years because of the sim¬ 
ple aspect of group learn¬ 
ing and performing in¬ 
stead of out-performing 
each other. 

“The not so closely 
guarded secret to the festi¬ 
val’s success is it’s 
based on a model 
of participation, 
rather than 
competition,” 
Pirot said. 

Tickets for 
the 11 days 
are $40 for an 
entire festival 
pass. 

Tickets for single 
shows are $10, and day 
passes sell for $18. 

Pirot said they attempt¬ 
ed to keep the ticket prices 
cheap to raise the amount 
of spectators. 

“We are focused on at¬ 
tendance rather then box 
office revenue,” he said. 
“So we try to keep ticket 
prices as affordable as pos¬ 
sible.” 




Dancer Lauren Kneteman performs in Fall Back To Bed, which 
will be featured at this year’s Nextfest. 


Astral Harvest Festival bringing 'abundance' to Driftpile 


music Astral Harvest Festi¬ 
val is coming back this 
summer for another year 
of camping, electronic 
dance music, and learning 
at the North Country Fair 
grounds in Driftpile, Alta. 

The event is held from 
July 1-4, and features inter¬ 


national musical acts, and 
workshops on many differ¬ 
ent topics such as contact 
juggling, laughter yoga, 
belly dance, Frisbee and 
hula-hoop making. 

By day the event hosts 
child-friendly workshops 
and activities. By night, 


the festival transforms in¬ 
to a psychedelic atmos¬ 
phere of lights and stars. 
This year’s theme will be 
“A Yield of Abundance,” 
which refers to the time 
needed to honour the hard 
work, and celebrate the 
abundance in life. 


The event was created in 
2008 by members from 
the Techno Hippy crew, 
who decided to find a 
more open area to take 
their love for music. 

For more information, 
visit astralharvest.com. 

METRO EDMONTON 


Man facing sex assault charges after complaint at daycare 


“It's just set up and the lady was mad and 
she (will) say whatever she wants to say.” 

Ali Mohamed Abdi 


children A man has been 
charged with sexual as¬ 
sault following a complaint 
at an Edmonton daycare. 

Police say Ali Mohamed 
Abdi, 47, is also charged 
with sexual interference. 

Abdi has denied all the 
charges against him and 
says the accusations are 
part of a revenge plot or¬ 
chestrated by a disgrun¬ 


tled former employee. 

Officers were called to 
the daycare on the city’s 
north side on May 3. 

The investigation was 
turned over to the police’s 


child protection section. 

Abdi has been released 
and is to appear in court 
July 6. 

The charges are “com¬ 
pletely false and wrong,” 


Abdi said Friday. “We are 
going to court to prove 
that we are not guilty. 

“It’s just set up and the 
lady was mad and she 
(will) say whatever she 
wants to say.” 

Staff Sgt. Ken Henderson 
said police believe “reason¬ 
able and probable grounds 
do exist” in the case. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Roads could threaten 
grizzlies: Advocates 


wildlife If Alberta keeps 
building roads into remote 
regions where its few re¬ 
maining grizzly bears live, 
the bruins will be on a 
path to oblivion, conserva¬ 
tionists warn in a report 
released Friday. 

“It’s pretty much as sim¬ 
ple as that. If we can do a 
better job of managing ac¬ 
cess in grizzly bear habitat, 
then we can manage griz¬ 
zly bears in Alberta,” said 
Nigel Douglas, conserva¬ 
tion specialist with the Al¬ 
berta Wilderness Associa¬ 
tion, in an interview. 

The report, titled “A 
Grizzly Challenge” and 
drafted with input from 
such groups as the Alberta 
Wilderness Association, 
the Sierra Club of Canada 
and the Canadian Parks 
and Wilderness Society, 
pegs the number of griz¬ 
zlies in the province at 
760. 

But it says that figure 
could easily triple in years 
to come if provincial offi¬ 
cials merely implement 


In Montana, 
Wyoming 
and Idaho, 
focused efforts and strong 
legislation have boosted the 
grizzly population in the 
Greater Yellowstone ecosys¬ 
tem from 200 to 600 over 
the last generation. 

recommendations already 
presented to them by ex¬ 
perts. 

Douglas said there are 
myriad rules the govern¬ 
ment could use to mini¬ 
mize human incursion in¬ 
to grizzly bear habitat. For 
example, new industrial 
access roads could be built 
only if other roads were 
decommissioned. Or new 
access roads would have to 
be blocked off or gated. Or, 
in extreme cases, some 
highly sensitive areas 
could simply be labelled 
no-go zones for further de¬ 
velopment. 

“There’s a range of tools 
we can use,” Douglas said. 
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Arrest made in death of baby: RCMP 


morinville Alberta RCMP 
say they’ve made an arrest 
in the death of a 21-month- 
old girl in foster care. 

Police say the girl died in 
early March and an autop¬ 
sy suggested her death was 
a homicide. 

They say charges will 
probably be laid on the 
weekend. 

The girl’s birth mother 
has said her daughter 
shouldn’t have been in the 


foster care home in Mor¬ 
inville, 30 kilometres 
north of Edmonton. 

She said she got a call 
March 1 that her toddler 
was in critical condition 
and was being flown to Ed¬ 
monton by air ambulance, 
where she died two days 
later. 

The Ministry of Children 
and Youth Services is do¬ 
ing its own investigation. 
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News in brief 


FESTIVAL Creative Age Festival 
will be holding its third annual 
celebration of the seniors in 
the arts from June 8 to 16. The 
festival will be 16 events taking 
place in 12 various venues 
around Edmonton with over 
150 performers and 
presenters. Performances will 


include drama, music, dance, 
film, and the literary and visual 
arts from talented local senior 
artists. For more information 
of the Creative Age Festival 
contact the Edmonton Seniors 
Coordinating Council at 780- 
423-5635 or visit creativeage- 
festival.ca. metro edmonton 



Dream wildly. Rest easy. 

Porsche Approved. Certified Pre-Owned Vehicles. 

Presenting a rare instance of opposites happily coexisting. With the Porsche Approved Certified Pre- 
Owned Program, you will find yourself behind the wheel of a vehicle that’s been meticulously inspected 
and reconditioned by a certified Porsche technician. Then backed by an industry-leading limited warranty 
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Ontario bars can serve up beer one hour earlier during World Cup 

Soccer fans in Ontario will be able to hoist a brew an hour earlier to cheer on their favourite team during the World Cup. Bars and 
restaurants will be able to open and start serving alcohol at 10 a.m. instead of 11 a.m. from June 11 to July 11. the Canadian press 


Canada/World 


Change of plans 
in Panjwaii 


Canada is changing the 
way it’s rolling out 
projects in Afghanistan’s 
Panjwaii district, allowing 
for more local input so 
that infrastructure devel¬ 
opment takes into greater 
account the desires of 
Afghans over those of the 
coalition. 

Under the shift, local eld¬ 
ers are being encouraged 
to propose projects at dis¬ 
trict shuras — community 
meetings — or straight to 
their district governor. In 
the past, the Canadian 


Forces and NATO’s Interna¬ 
tional Security Assistance 
Force delivered projects for 
the region without that 
level of Afghan consulta¬ 
tion. 

“A lot of the projects in 
the past were more what 
ISAF wanted or thought 
what the locals wanted and 
they either directly benefit¬ 
ed ISAF and maybe had a 
little bit of benefit for the 
local populace,” said Lt. 
Robin French of Canada’s 
Task Force Kandahar Engi¬ 
neers . TH E CANADIAN PRESS 


News in brief 


after a crucial vote in the 
House of Commons, newly dis¬ 
closed documents show. 
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GUN REGISTRY A positive 
report on Canada's gun 
registry was kept secret from 
members of Parliament until 


Toronto New Leaf fan 



Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu receives a Toronto 
Maple Leafs hockey jersey along with his wife, Sara Netanyahu, 
centre, after speaking at a United Jewish Appeal Walk with Is¬ 
rael event in Toronto yesterday. Canada is a strong ally of 
Israel, he said. 


China holds back from 
condemning N. Korea 


crisis China held back from 
joining the chorus of na¬ 
tions condemning North 
Korea over the sinking of a 
South Korean warship, 
making quick international 
sanctions unlikely but per¬ 
haps buying time while 
China quietly leans on its 
unpredictable neighbour. 

As Chinese Premier Wen 
Jiabao met with his South 
Korean and Japanese coun¬ 
terparts yesterday, 
tens of thousands 
of North Kore¬ 
ans rallied in 
their capital, 
clapping their 
hands, pumping 
their fists and and 
shouting slogans 
against South Korea and 
America, according to video 
footage from APTN in Py¬ 
ongyang. 


South Korea has taken 
punitive measures against 
the North since a team of 
international investigators 
said this month that a tor¬ 
pedo fired by a North Kore¬ 
an submarine tore apart 
and sank the warship Cheo- 
nan on March 26, killing 46 
sailors. North Korea vehe¬ 
mently denies attacking the 

ship. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Runoff election needed in Colombia 

Juan Manuel Santos defeated a maverick outsider in Colombia's election 
yesterday, but fell short of the votes needed to avoid a presidential runoff, the associated press 


world 



Dozens dead as storm 
hits Central America 



Residents try to pull a tree trunk from El Jute river to prevent it 
from damaging a bridge in La Libertad, El Salvador, yesterday. 


Central American authori¬ 
ties say at least 83 people 
have been killed in flood¬ 
ing and landslides associ¬ 
ated with the region’s first 
tropical storm of the year. 

Guatemala’s disaster re¬ 
lief spokesman says 73 peo¬ 
ple have been killed as a re¬ 
sult of torrential rains 
brought by Tropical Storm 
Agatha, which slammed in¬ 
to the region as a tropical 
storm before dissipating. 

Salvadoran President 
Maruricio Funes says nine 
people are dead in his coun¬ 
try, and Honduras has re¬ 
ported one fatality. 

Agatha made landfall 
near the border of 
Guatemala and Mexico on 
Saturday with wind speeds 
of up to 75 km/h, then 
weakened into a tropical de¬ 


pression before dissipating 
over the mountains of west¬ 
ern Guatemala. Although 
no longer even a tropical de¬ 
pression, Agatha still posed 
trouble for the region: Rem¬ 


nants of the storm were ex¬ 
pected to deliver 25 to 50 
centimetres of rain over 
southeastern Mexico, 
Guatemala and parts of El 
Salvador, the associated press 


News in brief 


JAMAICA Security forces with 
M-i6s and rotating machine- 
guns at the ready yesterday 
patrolled a hostile slum in Ja¬ 
maica's capital where angry 
defenders of a fugitive under¬ 
world boss complained of un¬ 


provoked attacks and the 
deaths of innocents. Nearly a 
week after security forces 
started a deadly four-day as¬ 
sault in search of reputed 
drug lord Christopher (Dudus) 
Coke, residents of the Tivoli 


Gardens slum were trying to 
live their lives amid military 
checkpoints. Many residents 
insist that the death toll is 
higher than the official tally 
of 73- 
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The Everyday Challenge 



-he Transit Riders’ 

Union of Edmon¬ 
ton’s third annual 
Transit Challenge 
begins Thursday, 
kicking off a week of 
walking, bicycling and, of 
course, taking transit, 
while leaving the car at 
home. 

Brendan Van Alstine — 
my former partner in 
writing this column, my 
successor in the public re¬ 
lations role at TRUE, and 
now a city council candi¬ 
date in the new ward 7 — 
tells me this year’s theme 
is “The Everyday Chal¬ 
lenge.” 

In the official release, 
he explains, “While previ¬ 


ous years have focused on 
challenging elected offi¬ 
cials, this year’s challenge 
seeks to take the conver¬ 
sation beyond city hall 
and engage a wide range 
of citizens 

walks of “ At the same time, 
life.” getting city 

To faciii- councillors to ride 

tate this con- .. . , 

versation, the system to make 

the chai- informed decisions 


lenge wraps still remains at the 

up with a _ _ 

public fo- core of the 
rum, with challenge.” 

city council¬ 
lors and ETS reps, at CBC 
Centre Stage in Edmonton 
City Centre East June 10 
during the noon hour. 

At the same time, get¬ 
ting city councillors to 
ride the system to make 
informed decisions still 
remains at the core of the 
challenge. This year’s con¬ 
firmed participants in¬ 
clude Don Iveson, Ben 
Henderson, Amarjeet Sohi 


and Linda Sloan. 

I’ve had the pleasure in 
the past to chat with the 
first three about their typ¬ 
ical commutes. Hender¬ 
son is close enough to 
walk, Iveson 
lives along 
the south 

LRT, and So¬ 
hi, living in 
and repre¬ 
senting Mill 
Woods, is un¬ 
fortunately 
stuck with 
the bus. Not 
only have 
these three 
participated every year, 


but their transit challenge 
is essentially continuous. 

However, of the 13 
members of council, sev¬ 
en councillors and the 
mayor — all of whom 
plan to run for re-election 
in October — have yet to 
accept the challenge. The 
most common excuse, 
other than no excuse at 
all, is they already know 


the ins and outs of the sys¬ 
tem. 

The problem with this is 
— if they know the sys¬ 
tem well, and use it often, 
the challenge shouldn’t 
be a concern. Unless, of 
course, they are simply 
fair-weather transit riders. 

Unfortunately, while it’s 
great to see councillors 
benefiting from the 
strengths of ETS (of which 
there are certainly many), 
until they have to con¬ 
front the weaknesses, 
they are ill-prepared to ad¬ 
dress them. 

And, to be completely 
blunt, it’s an election year. 
It’s hard for voters to re¬ 
member who was in 
favour of what study or 
which project, but it’s easy 
to remember those coun¬ 
cillors who made the effort 
to show that they know 
what ETS is really like. 


Brian Gould is a transportation planner and 
has served in a variety of roles with the Transit 
Riders’ Union of Edmonton. 



Louisiana churchgoers 
draw closer to their faith 


Worth mentioning 


Tories seeking allies for copyright bill 


Faced with an almost guar¬ 
anteed public campaign 
against their new copy¬ 
right legislation, the Con¬ 
servatives are actively 
looking to recruit allies 
across the Commons floor. 

Industry Minister Tony 
Clement told The Canadi¬ 
an Press yesterday he’s 
counting on co-operation 
from one or more of the 
opposition parties. 

“I’m not coming down 
from the mountain with 
this chiselled in stone,” 
Clement said. 

“This bill may have ele¬ 
ments in it where we 
could seek some consen¬ 
sus and there could be 
some positive amend¬ 
ments to this bill. That’s 
certainly in the realm of 
possibility, too, and let the 
process begin.” 

The bill is expected to be 
introduced Thursday, but 
critics are already lining 
up to oppose it. Sources 



have said the legislation 
will make it a crime to 
pick a “digital lock” at¬ 
tached to a piece of music, 
film, electronic game or 
other product. For exam¬ 
ple, overriding the 
copyright code 
on a song to 
burn it to a 
CD woul 
violate 
the act. 

Format 
shifting, 
moving 
digital ma¬ 
terial 

around from 
say, a CD to an 
iPod, or burning 
from a PVR to a DVD, 
will be considered legal for 
personal use as long as no 
digital lock is picked. 

That doesn’t sit well 
with many vocal propo¬ 
nents of user rights, who 
say big entertainment 
multinationals will be giv¬ 


en too much sway over 
what Canadians do in their 
own homes, with their 
personal property. When 
the Conservatives last 
tried to introduce 
changes two years 
ago, a massive 
online cam¬ 
paign 
erupted 
to op¬ 
pose it 
and they 
were 
forced 
back to 
the draw¬ 
ing board, 
striking cross¬ 
country consul¬ 
tations and going 
back and forth within cabi¬ 
net. 

The legislation will also 
tinker with the definition 
of “fair dealing,” and is ex¬ 
pected to make it some¬ 
what easier for academic 
institutions to use copy¬ 


righted material without 
breaking the law. 

The bill will also be tech¬ 
nologically neutral, avoid¬ 
ing references to specific 
methods of recording or 
using material so it won’t 
become quickly outdated. 

Clement stresses there 
will be nods to both the 
creators of copyrighted 
material in the legislation, 
and to the consumer. But 
he concedes it’s difficult to 
please everyone. 

Copyright is an all- 
around pain in the neck 
for politicians, who can’t 
seem to find any domestic 
political advantage to mak¬ 
ing changes. The real pres¬ 
sure on the Conservatives 
is to appease the Ameri¬ 
cans and Europeans, who 
view Canada as a rogue for 
not having brought its 
laws into line with the rest 
of the international com¬ 
munity. 
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The reality that the Gulf 
oil leak could keep flowing 
for months 
was setting in 
for some 
sombre 
churchgoers 
in Louisiana. 

In Plaque- 


Turner, 

Baptist 


150 


of Mount Olive 
Church in 
Boothville, 
says about 
one-third of 
his congrega¬ 
tion is made 
up of fisher- 


mines Parish 
near the 

mouth of the 
Mississippi 
River, the 

Rev. 

Theodore 
Turner said 
yesterday 
some of his congregants 
are getting desperate be¬ 
cause BP has been unable 
to stop the leak. 


The spill is the worst in U.S. 
history — exceeding even 
the 1989 Exxon Valdez disas 
ter — and has dumped 
between 68 million litres 
and 150 million litres into 
the Gulf, according to U.S. 
government estimates. 


At St. 
Patrick’s 
Catholic 
Church in 
Port Sulphur, 
church mem¬ 
ber Lyle 
Stockstill said 
the commu¬ 
nity is drawing closer to its 
faith as the nation’s worst 
oil spill grows. 
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Quote of the Day 


"Once the events have occurred and the 
spending has occurred we can look to see 
if it was done appropriately... It certainly 
seems like a lot of money. I think we have 
to understand better what is it for." 

— AUDITOR GENERAL SHEILA FRASER, WHO IS READY TO LOOK AT THE HUGE SE¬ 
CURITY COSTS FOR THE G8 AND G20 SUMMIT MEETINGS NEXT MONTH. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Tell us your views by email to edmontonletters(ametronews.ca or comment on metronews.ca or on Twitter (ametroedmonton 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 


METRO Edmonton 10123-99 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5J 3H1, Tel: 780-702-0592; Advertising: adinfoedmontongmetronews.ca; edmonton_distribution(ametronews.ca; News: harry.hodge@metronews.ca 














































Monday, May 31,2010 


metronews.ca 


metro 


Bangladesh follows Pakistan, blocks Facebook 

Bangladesh has become the second South Asian nation to block the social networking website 
over a page urging people to draw images of Islam's Prophet Muhammad, the associated press 
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Cashing in on the Cup 


The tournament isn't be¬ 
ing played in Canada. The 
Canadian men's national 
soccer team isn't in it. 

Yet, the Canadian divi¬ 
sions of major global 
brands, from Coca-Cola to 
Adidas, view the 2010 FIFA 
World Cup as second only 
to the Olympics in terms of 
the opportunity to sell 


everything from soda pop 
to running shoes. 

“It will be the largest in¬ 
dividual property we’ve 
ever invested in. More than 
the new tagline we 
launched five years ago — 
‘Impossible is Nothing,”’ 
says Steve Ralph, president 
of Adidas Canada. 

As the world’s most pop¬ 


ular sport, the internation¬ 
al soccer championship, 
held eveiy four years, ig¬ 
nites a frenzy of marketing 
opportunities around the 
globe. There are already 
limited edition soccer 
shaped Coca-Cola bottles 
on sale in major Canadian 
retail outlets. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


BoC to make 
announcement 
on interest 
rates this week 

recovery It’s a blockbuster 
week for Canadian eco¬ 
nomic events, headlined 
by a long-anticipated an¬ 
nouncement from the 
Bank of Canada on 
whether it will move inter¬ 
est rates higher. 

Until recently, econo¬ 
mists thought it was prac¬ 
tically a certainty that the 
bank would up rates from 
historical lows of 0.25 per 
cent, where they have 
been since April 2009. 

But doubt started to 
creep in over the last 
month as worries about 
the European government 
debt crisis started to esca¬ 
late, which in turn helped 
drive stock markets 
sharply lower during May. 

What started as concern 
over whether Greece could 
control its unsustainably 
high deficit has grown to 
wony about whether the 
euro currency itself can sur¬ 
vive as countries mainly in 
southern Europe slash 
spending to lower debt. 

Analysts have said that 
the central bank wouldn’t 
want to be seen raising 
rates at a time when finan¬ 
cial markets are in turmoil. 

“I’ve just seen the senti¬ 
ment on this shift out dra¬ 
matically and I hate to say 
it’s this simple but it is: it is 
whatever global stocks are 
doing,” said Doug Porter, 
deputy chief economist at 
BMO Capital Markets. 

“If it looks like the mar¬ 
kets are calming down and 
settling down then it just 
becomes no issue.” 

But he added that sur¬ 
veys point to a 70 per cent 
chance the bank will up its 
key rate by a quarter point 
tomorrow, “assuming 
nothing completely unto¬ 
ward happens to the mar¬ 
kets in the next few days.” 
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TAKE A SEAT 
AND A STEP UP. 


Your path to the CMA designation begins at an 
information session. This is your opportunity 
to learn about the unique and sought-after 
advantages CMAs bring to organizations 
everywhere. As respected and highly-skilled 
leaders, CMAs are found in senior management 
and executive roles in virtually any industry. 

So visit our website for details and dates of 
upcoming information sessions. We have a 
seat saved just for you. 

Attend an information session today. 
www.cma-alberta.com 
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Parts & Materials 
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Technicians Program today: 
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Q SPECIAL FOCUS ON: 

® Clean Air Day 

Going Green 


Transit challenge 

The Commuter Challenge is encouraging 
Canadians to leave their car at home and 
walk, cycle, take transit, carpool (ride share) 
or tele-work instead of driving to work 
alone. To find out to participate visit 
commuterchallenge.ca. metro news services 
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An eruption of new travel ideas 

Environmental silver lining found in Eyjafjallajokull's cloud of volcanic ash 


BEN KNIGHT 

for Metro Canada 


We all know the ongoing 
volcanic eruption in 
Iceland has been hugely 
disruptive to European air 
travel. But how is it affect¬ 
ing the air those airplanes 
travel through? 

In terms of greenhouse 
gas, the difference is dra¬ 
matic. Gizmodo.com re¬ 
ported that, at the height 
of the eruption, the vol¬ 
cano was emitting less 
than eight percent of the 
C02 regularly pumped in¬ 
to the sky by all the planes 
that were grounded. That 
enormous, spreading 

plume of ash actually cut 
greenhouse gases over Eu¬ 
rope by more than 200,000 
tons — a day. 

“This just shows how 
polluting the air industry 
really is,” says Joel Willans, 
an author, blogger and 
professional traveler. 
“Thanks to the explosion 
of cheap airlines in Eu¬ 
rope, people jump on 
planes as if they were 
catching a bus. Cheap air¬ 
line tickets really do cost 
the earth.” 

With Clean Air Day com¬ 
ing up on Wednesday, 
Willans has some intrigu¬ 
ing observations on the fu¬ 
ture of commercial avia¬ 
tion. 

“The idea that we can’t 
live without air travel 
strikes me as bizarre when 
you think that commercial 
air travel is only about 70 
years old,” he argues. 
“There are loads of alterna¬ 
tive methods of getting 
around and an increasing 



The three kilometre-high plume from Eyjafjallajokull volcano, as seen from miles away 


number of websites cater¬ 
ing for people who are up 
for flightless travel.” 

Willans wrote a piece 
called “Five travel sites for 
the next time the ash hits 
the fan” for his blog at 
ovimapsexplorer.com. For 
travellers willing to sacri¬ 
fice the speed of air travel, 
some intriguing possibili¬ 
ties await. 

“I think people are redis¬ 
covering the joys of slow 
travel. Train, bus and boat 
bookings have increased 
and more and more people 
are holidaying in their 
own country. Human be¬ 
ings are incredibly adap¬ 
tive. I spoke to lots of peo¬ 
ple in London who said 
how much they enjoyed 
the disruption, as skies 
were so wonderfully qui¬ 
et.” 

For Willans, travel is as 



Passenger relax after flights were canceled due to the volcanic 
ash cloud, at Newcastle International Airport, England. 


much about the journey as more challenging it is to 
the destination. get from one place to an- 

“In my experience, the other, the more memo¬ 



rable is the holiday,” he 
notes. “You get a far better 
sense of a place travelling 
through it, rather than 
30,000 feet above it.” 

Willans concludes that 
the Iceland eruption’s 
deeper message is a hard 
one to ignore. 

“For our entire techno¬ 
logical prowess, this one 
volcano managed to bring 
the whole of European air¬ 
space to a complete stand¬ 
still. I think natural events 
like this are useful re¬ 
minders that we’re merely 
inhabitants of this planet 
and not its owners.” 


Clean Air Day 

Clean Air Day - officially 
launched in Canada on June 
2,1999 - is a national effort 
to increase public aware¬ 
ness of air quality and cli¬ 
mate change. 

This popular event has in¬ 
spired local activities and 
initiatives across the coun¬ 
try. 

It's also been used to 
launch federal programs 
like the One-Tonne Chal¬ 
lenge, a 2003 effort to en¬ 
courage all Canadians to 
trim greenhouse gas emis¬ 
sions. Check out the on-line 
Commuter Challenge (com- 
muterchallenge.ca) to re¬ 
new or re-evaluate your 
commitment to environ¬ 
mental change. 

Clean Air Day Events: 

• Clean Air Day Celebration 
Edmonton City Hall 
Wed. Jun. 2, 11:30 a.m.- 
1:30 p.m. 

• Bike to School Day 
City-wide 

Thu. Jun. 3 

• Bike to Work Breakfast 
Bicycle Bottleneck, 

88 Av. & log St. 

Fri. Jun. 4 7-9 a.m. 

Did you know? 

• Calgary was just named 
the top eco-city in the 
world, according to Mer¬ 
cer's 2010 Quality of Living 
survey. 

• Canada passed its first 
Clean Air Act in 1970 , to 
regulate airborne levels of 
asbestos, lead, mercury and 
vinyl chloride. 

• A second, updated Clean 
Air Act was enacted in 2006 , 
specifically targeting smog 
and greenhouse emissions. 

BEN KNIGHT/METRO CANADA 
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Knee surgery to sideline Sizemore 

Cleveland outfielder Grady Sizemore will have surgery on his left knee next week and is expected to miss at least six 
to eight weeks. The three-time all-star has a deep bone bruise in the knee he injured May 16 . the associated press 


Sports 


Flyers vs. Hawks a hit 


WJmS 

Wl , 


The Philadelphia Flyers and Chicago Blackhawks are already a television 
hit in the United States. Chicago’s stirring 6-5 victory Saturday night in the 
opening game of the Stanley Cup final produced the best overnight rating 
for a hockey final opener in 11 years. The game on NBC garnered a 2.8 
overnight rating and 6 share, the best numbers since 1999 when Buffalo 
and Dallas produced a rating of 3-7 on FOX. 


/ 
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Sports in brief 


TENNIS Venus Williams lost to 
Nadia Petrova, 6 - 4 , 6 - 3 , in the 
fourth round of the French 
Open yesterday. Williams 
came into the tournament 
seeded No. 2 behind her sister 
Serena, but Petrova spoiled the 
possibility of a sibling 
showdown in the final. 
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SCOREBOARD 


BASEBALL 


YESTERDAY’S AL RESULTS 

Toronto 6 Baltimore 1 
Boston 8 Kansas City 1 
Chicago White Sox 8 Tampa Bay 5 
Detroit 10 Oakland 2 
NY. Yankees 7 Cleveland 3 
L.A. Angels 9 Seattle 7 
Minnesota 6 Texas 3 

YESTERDAY’S NL RESULTS 
Atlanta 5 Pittsburgh 2 
Florida 1 Philadelphia 0 
Flouston 2 Cincinnati 0 (10 ings) 

L.A. Dodgers 4 Colorado 3 
N.Y. Mets 10 Milwaukee 4 
St. Louis 9 Chicago Cubs l 
San Francisco 6 Arizona 5 
San Diego 3 Washington 2 


Seguin, Hall enter final phase 


A panel of nine educated 
hockey men had seven 
days to decide whether 
Tyler Seguin or Taylor 
Hall would finish the 
season ranked as the 
most desirable prospect 
heading into the NHL 
Entry Draft. 

“The vote every day was 
5-4,” said E.J. McGuire, di¬ 
rector of NHL Central 
Scouting. “But every day, it 
was a different guy.” 

The panel rendered its 
verdict in April, and its de¬ 
cision has been debated 
ever since, with the discus¬ 
sion cariying over into the 
NHL Scouting Combine 
this weekend in Toronto. 
Seguin ended the season 
ranked No. 1, with Hall 
one spot behind, and the 


two have been compared, 
contrasted and questioned 
all over again as teams 
seek to make final edits on 
their draft boards. 

The Edmonton Oilers 
are set to pick first next 
month in Los Angeles, fol¬ 
lowed by the Boston Bru¬ 
ins. Both teams have met 
with both players, who 
finished in tie for the 
OHL’s regular season scor¬ 
ing crown, with 106 
points. 

“I think it comes down 
to the meetings they have 
here at the combine, and 
their overall depth 
charts,” McGuire said. 
“There are so many factors 
on that depth chart now: 
When is a player with Ed¬ 
monton or Boston going to 



NHL prospect and potential first-overall draft pick Taylor Hall 
signs autographs for fans during the 2010 NHL Scouting 
Combine in Toronto on Friday. 


become a free agent, and 
(does) the general manag¬ 
er have a master plan?” 

Dozens of players were 
put through a series of 
gruelling exercises in 
front of NHL officials, 
team executives and re¬ 
porters on Friday, followed 
by another round on Sat¬ 
urday. Seguin participated 
in the full program while 
Hall, only days removed 
from hoisting the Master- 
Card Memorial Cup for the 
second year in a row, 
begged off due to injury. 

Hall said he suffered a 
back injury at the Memori¬ 
al Cup, and admitted Fri¬ 
day he was nursing a knee 
injury, but claimed both 
would be healed by rest. 
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Voted Edmonton’s 

#1 Fitness Club 


WORLDHEALTH 
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No Initiation Fees 

, ^Summer Student Rates Available! 



Experience Your Best! 

10 convenient locations in Edmonton! Also 8 great clubs in Calgary! 


Offer Ends Today at 10pm! 
www.worldhealth.ca | 310 TRIM 


Franchitti’s gamble pays off at Indy 500 



Dario Franchitti leads Tony Kannan and Graham Rahal during 
the 94th running of the Indianapolis 500 yesterday. Franchitti 
won the race. 


Flyers aren't ready to panic 


racing One lap to go, run¬ 
ning on empty and a car 
bearing down on his tail. 

After having the domi¬ 
nant car and the perfect 
game plan, Dario Franchitti 
still needed more yesterday 
— one break to win his sec¬ 
ond Indianapolis 500. 

He got it in the form of a 
spectacular, airborne crash 
that brought out a yellow 
flag and allowed him to 
cross the line with a scant 
1.6 gallons of fuel left. 

That 1.6 gallons left him 
holding a quart of milk, a 
winner at the Brickyard for 
the second time in four 
years. 

“Still running,” the win¬ 
ner told his crew over the 
radio as he crossed the fin¬ 
ish line, while wreckers 
were moving out to scoop 
up debris from an accident 
that sent Mike Conway into 


the wall and to the hospital 
with a broken left leg. 

The victory made Fran¬ 
chitti’s boss, Chip Ganassi, 
the first owner to win Indy 
and NASCAR’s Daytona 500 


in the same year. 

It validated the Scottish 
driver’s return to the Indy- 
Car circuit two years after 
celebrating his 2007 Indy 
victory by making an un- 


Other drivers 

• Danica Patrick picked 
and poked her way to finish 
sixth from 23 rd place. 

Alex Tagliani of 
Lachenaie, Que., was 10 th. 

successful move with 
Ganassi to NASCAR. And, of 
course, it made Franchitti 
and crew look like the mas¬ 
ter tacticians they were on 
this day — working the gas 
pedal perfectly to stretch 
their final fill-up for the last 
37 laps and edge out 2005 
champion Dan Wheldon of 
England. 

“Just get to the finish, see 
if you can get to the finish,” 
Franchitti said when asked 
about what was going 
through his mind over the 
last few laps. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


nhl Laughs and lightheart¬ 
ed groans came from a 
small group of Philadel¬ 
phia Flyers yesterday while 
they youthfiilly warmed up 
for practice by kicking a 
soccer ball around a circle 
they formed in a basement 
corner of the United Cen¬ 
ter. 

The day after their frus¬ 
trating loss to start the 
Stanley Cup finals, these 
whimsical sounds bounced 
off the cement walls. It was 
hardly an uptight picture 
of pressure. 

The Flyers pulled their 
goalie, gave up six goals 
without facing a single 
power play, and failed to 
hold three leads in Game 1 
at Chicago. 

For all they’ve recovered 
from in this remarkable 
season, though, they 
weren’t about to fold after 
losing once to the Black- 


According to 
the NHL, the 
winner of the 
first game 
has sipped from the silver 
cup in 54 of the 70 finals held 
since the best-of-seven 
format started in 1939- 

hawks in their noisy arena. 

“That’s why it’s a best-of- 
seven series,” said defence- 
man Chris Pronger, later 
adding in prime smart- 
aleck form: “The world is 
not ending, and the sun 
came up today. 

“I don’t think anybody is 
hitting the panic button or 
rushing to do anything 
rash here,” he added later. 
“We just need to stay fo¬ 
cused and play probably a 
little more relaxed.” 

Game 2 goes tonight in 
Chicago at 6 p.m. (CBC). 
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College students prefer printed textbooks over digital format 

According to a new study from the U.S.-based National Association of College Stores, 74 per cent of college 
students prefer to use a printed textbook when taking a class, metro news services 


11 


Workology 


Med schools costs affecting health? 


According to an article published in the journal Medical Education, the high cost of 
medical school in Canada may have a negative impact on the health of Canadians. 
University of Alberta research reveals that most medical students come from wealthy 
families and few come from rural areas. The Canadian Federation of Medical Students 
says medical students from rural areas and low-income families are more likely to 
set up practice in rural areas and serve low-income patients. 
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Time for some musical healing? 



OddJobsj 


Diane 

m 

Peters 

B 

Metronews.ca/oddjobs 


W hen we lis¬ 
ten to or 
play music, 
we relax 
and express 
ourselves honestly. Music 
helps us practise language 
and hand-eye coordination 
and it builds confidence. 

Such is the focus of music 
therapy, which Rachael 
Finnerty, 35, has been prac¬ 
tising for the last decade. 

Growing up, she played 
piano in her spare time, 
and worked completed 
grade nine with the Royal 


Conservatory of Music. But 
she was also fascinated by 
human interactions. 

She thought eventually 
she’d become a speech ther¬ 
apist when she left her 
home to study psychology 
at Dalhousie University in 
Halifax. She was in second 
year when she came across 
a book in the libraiy about 
music therapy. “I was just in 
seventh heaven,” she recalls 
after realizing she could 
combine her passions. 

Since there were no grad¬ 
uate programs in music 
therapy in Canada at the 
time (there is one now, at 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier in Water¬ 
loo, Ont.), Finnerty stayed 
in Europe after studying in 
France for her final year of 
university, volunteering at 
music therapy clinics. 

She applied was accepted 
to the masters program at 


Cambridge University. After 
finishing the 12-month pro¬ 
gram — which included 
theory and plenty of hands- 
on work — she returned to 
Canada in 2001. She set up 
a private practice and began 
working with autistic kids, 
people with brain injuries 
and older adults with de¬ 
mentia. She then also 
worked part time at Sunny- 


broolc Health Science Cen¬ 
tre, working with seniors. 

In 2007, Finnerty and her 
growing family moved to 
nearby Hamilton: A city 
that fortunately for her had 
few music therapists. 
Finnerty found numerous 
clients right away and in 
early 2010 opened up her 
own studio offering music, 
creative writing and art 



Rachael Finnerty helps people 
through the power of music. 


therapy, and other services 
such as speech language 
pathology and Reiki. 

Finnerty sees few clients 
herself, but devotes most of 
her time to running her 
clinic, teaching at McMaster 
University and Laurier, and 
teaching music classes for 
kids with special needs. 

When Finnerty does a 
session, she often begins by 


singing a simple song while 
playing guitar. For clients 
who struggle with speech, 
she encourages them to 
sing a line. She’ll then have 
her client strum a string on 
the guitar, play the piano or 
pick up a simple instru¬ 
ment . Over time, she may 
encourage a client to com¬ 
pose music on the spot, or 
rewrite words to a familiar 
song to express feelings. 

For the client, it’s all fun, 
but Finnerty is always 
thinking about building 
their confidence, working 
on hand-eye-coordination 
or assessing someone’s con¬ 
dition. “If we make great 
music, that’s lovely, but 
that’s not why we’re in ses¬ 
sion.” 


Diane Peters once hawked magic pens at the 
Canadian National Exhibition. She's now a 
writer and part-time journalism instructor. 



Who are you 
running for? 


f Join us on Sunday, October 3 rd 
for the 19th annual 
Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation 
CIBC Run for the Cure 



Help us select this year's participant and survivor t-shirts by voting for the designs that move you. 

Visit www.cbcf.org to enter your vote. Hurry! Voting closes at midnight on June 7 th f 2010. 

Register as a team or individually and start fundraising today to help create a future without breast cancer. 
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Eubanks leaves Tonight Show 

It's a wrap for Tonight Show bandleader Kevin Eubanks after 18 years of backing up host Jay Leno. Bidding Eubanks 
farewell on Friday's show, Leno said, "I don't think we've ever had an argument.” the associated press 
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Death of a film rebel 

Cancer claims life of Dennis Hopper at age 74 


Dennis Hopper, the high¬ 
flying Hollywood wild 
man whose memorable 
and erratic career includ¬ 
ed an early turn in Rebel 
Without a Cause, an 
improbable smash with 
Easy Rider and a classic 
character role in Blue Vel¬ 
vet, has died. He was 74. 

Hopper died Saturday at 
his home in the Los Ange¬ 
les beach community of 
Venice, surrounded by fam¬ 
ily and friends, family 
friend Alex Hitz said. Hop¬ 
per’s manager announced 
in October 2009 that the ac¬ 
tor-director had been diag¬ 
nosed with prostate cancer. 

The success of Easy Rider 
and the spectacular failure 
of his next film, The Last 
Movie, fit the pattern for 
the talented but sometimes 


uncontrollable Hopper, 
who also had parts in such 
favourites as Apocalypse 
Now and Hoosiers. He was 
a two-time Academy Award 
nominee and in March was 
honoured with a star on 
Hollywood’s Walk of Fame. 

“We rode the highways 
of America and changed 
the way movies were made 
in Hollywood,” Peter Fon¬ 
da, his Easy Ride” costar, 
said in comments carried 
by several news outlets. “I 
was blessed by his passion 
and friendship.” 

After a promising start 
that included roles in two 
James Dean films, Hopper’s 
acting career languished as 
he developed a reputation 
for throwing tantrums and 
abusing alcohol and drugs. 
On the set of True Grit, 





Dennis Hopper, whose film 
Easy Rider became a landmark 
in film and counterculture, 
died of cancer on Saturday. 

Hopper so angered John 
Wayne that the star report¬ 
edly chased Hopper with a 
loaded gun. 


“Much of Hollywood,” 
wrote critic-historian David 
Thomson, “found Hopper a 
pain in the neck.” 

All was forgiven when he 
collaborated with Fonda on 
a script about two pot- 
smolcing, drug-dealing hip¬ 
pies on a cross-country mo¬ 
torcycle trip. 

On the way, Hopper and 
Fonda befriend a drunken 
young lawyer (Jack Nichol¬ 
son in a breakout role) but 
arouse the enmity of South¬ 
ern rednecks and are mur¬ 
dered before they can re¬ 
turn home. 

“Easy Rider was never a 
motorcycle movie to me,” 
Hopper said in 2009. “A lot 
of it was about politically 
what was going on in the 
country.” 
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Bid for Idol company 

A group of investors led by British media mogul Simon Fuller is offering to buy CKX, the owner of the American Idol 
reality TV show. Fuller created the ''Idol” franchise but sold his company to CKX Inc. in 2005. the associated press 
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Box office 

Estimated ticket sales for the 
weekend at U.S. and Canadian 
theatres: 


Coleman dead at 42 


1 

2 

3 

4 


SHREK FOREVER AFTER: 

$43-3 million US 

SEX AND THE CITY 2: 

$32.1 million* 

PRINCE OF PERSIA: 

THE SANDS OF TIME 

$30.2 million 

IRON MAN 2: 

$16 million 


5 ROBIN HOOD: 

$10.3 million 

6 LETTERS TO JULIET: 

$5.9 million 


7 

8 


JUST WRIGHT: 

$2.2 million 

DATE NIGHT: 

$1.8 million 


9 MACGRUBER: 

$1.5 million 


10 


HOW TO TRAIN 
YOUR DRAGON: 


$1 million 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


*Sex and the City 2 opened 
on Thursday. 


Diff'rent Strokes' pint-sized star suffered from show's 'curse' 


If only real life for the 
child stars of Diff’rent 
Strokes was anything like 
the fictional Park Avenue 
life of luxury they inhabit¬ 
ed on television. 

The death of pint-sized 
star Gary Coleman on Fri¬ 
day at age 42 underscored 
the troubled lives of the sit¬ 
com’s stars after the televi¬ 
sion lights went out in 1986 
after eight seasons. Some 
have even talked about the 
“curse of Diff’rent Strokes.” 

Two of the young stars, 
Coleman and Dana Plato, 
are dead. The third, Todd 
Bridges, went through 
years of drug abuse and was 
tried and acquitted of mur¬ 
der in 1988. The actor who 
played their dad, Conrad 
Bain, is alive at 87, out of 
show business and living 
quietly in the Los Angeles 
area. 

The fate of the Diff’rent 
Strokes cast is a concentrat¬ 
ed example of the difficul¬ 
ties faced by many young 
people chewed up by the 
entertainment industry, 
forced to mature while liv¬ 



Gary Coleman 


ing a life of fame and luxu¬ 
ry. For every Jodie Foster 
who navigated the transi¬ 
tion to adulthood with 
aplomb, there’s a Lindsay 
Lohan or a Britney Spears 
still struggling. 

Later in life, Coleman 
talked bitterly of his early 
Hollywood experience. 

“I would not give my first 
15 years to my worst ene¬ 
my, and I don’t even have a 
worst enemy,” Coleman 
told The Associated Press in 
a 2001 interview. 

Coleman, who remained 


small throughout his life 
from a kidney disease that 
stunted his growth, died es¬ 
tranged from his parents. 
He had several small run- 
ins with the law, and his at¬ 
tempts to stay in show busi¬ 
ness often forced sad roles 
upon him: a stint in The 
Surreal Life and an appear¬ 
ance on Divorce Court with 
his wife trying to solve 
some of their marital prob¬ 
lems. 

In need of money, he 
once worked as a security 
guard in a Los Angeles 
shopping mall. 

Even with that, he fared 
better than Plato, who died 
of a drug overdose in 1999. 

In Diff’rent Strokes, she 
played the daughter of 
Bain’s character, whose 
lives were enlivened when 
two brothers from Harlem, 
played by Coleman and 
Bridges, came to live with 
them. She stumbled into 
drugs early; Bridges wrote 
in his autobiography that 
she introduced him to mar¬ 
ijuana when he was 14. 

Her post-TV stardom life 


“I would not give 
my first 15 years to 
my worst enemy, 
and I don’t even 
have a worst 
enemy." 

Gary Coleman 

was a blur of alcohol and 
drugs. She was arrested for 
shoplifting and forging a 
Valium prescription. She 
posed nude for Playboy and 
appeared in a softcore porn 
movie that traded on her 
sitcom stardom. 

Bridges seemed on an 
even tougher path than his 
two fellow actors. He be¬ 
came a crack addict after 
the series ended, immersed 
in Los Angeles’ seedy under¬ 
world. When someone 
from Bridges’ drug dealer’s 
gang was shot and killed, 
Bridges was charged with 
the crime but was acquit¬ 
ted. It took several more 
years of drug use before he 
cleaned up. 
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Hiccups 

In the new episode “Model Pa¬ 
tient,” Joyce is in need of a cov¬ 
er model for a romance novel 
she’s publishing, and she thinks 
Anna would be just perfect. 
Crystal isn’t thrilled with her 
choice, however. Elsewhere, 
Millie encourages Taylor to use 
Stan’s services but has reason 
to regret it when Stan has less 
time for her. 9 PM on CFRN 


Two and a Half Men 

Well, at least the kid is learning 
from a master. Charlie coaches 
nephew Jake on the not-so-fine 
art of infidelity while his girlfriend 
(guest star Tinashe Kachingwe) 
is away for Christmas in “Warn¬ 
ing, It’s Dirty.” Carl Reiner guest 
stars; Jon Cryer, Holland Taylor 
and Conchata Ferrell also star. 

10 PM on CFRN KREM 

The Big Bang Theory 

Aspiring lotharios Howard and 
Raj hit a Goth nightclub in an at¬ 
tempt to score with available — if 
somewhat freaky — women, 
while Sheldon tries chocolate- 
based behavior modification 
on Penny. Johnny Galecki also 
stars in “The Gothowitz Devia¬ 
tion.” 10:31 PM on CFRN KREM 
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Westwick lies commando 

The costume department on Gossip Girl has to work a bit harder to clothe Ed Westwick, as the actor insists he's 
not a fan of underwear. “I show up without it and have to put it on,” he says, according to Exposay. metro world news 


Idol next for Michaels? 



IT’S TECHNICALLY STILL WORK¬ 
ING IN THE MUSIC INDUSTRY... 

After surviving a month in 
and out of the hospital and 
winning Celebrity Appren¬ 
tice, Bret Michaels may 
have a new job lined 
up. 

Michaels, 
who still needs 
surger 
repair 
a hole 
in his 
heart, 
was such 
a hit on 
the fi¬ 
nale 


American Idol that produc¬ 
ers had asked him to stay 
on permanently, according 
to Hollywood Grind. “I 
can’t say this is true yet, 
because I don’t know. Next 
year they asked me to pos¬ 
sibly be the judge on 
American Idol,” 
Michaels told the 
crowd at a concert 
in Biloxi, Miss., over 
the weekend, a 
concert he per¬ 
formed against 
his doctor’s 

wishes. 

METRO WORLD 
NEWS 


Sheen's new court date 


DID HE OR DIDN’T HE WIELD A 
KNIFE TOWARDS HIS WIFE? Ac- 

tor Charlie Sheen has a 
new court date over do¬ 
mestic violence allegations 
involving his wife, as set¬ 
tlement talks continue. 

Sheen has pleaded not 
guilty to menacing, crimi¬ 
nal mischief and assault 
charges stemming from an 
argument with his wife, 
Brooke Mueller Sheen, on 
Christmas Day at an Aspen 
home where they were on 
vacation. 

A hearing is scheduled 
June 18, but The Aspen 
Times reports that the 



court this week set an¬ 
other hearing for June 
7. 

Sheen’s attorney 
Richard Cummins told 
the newspaper the hear¬ 
ing was set “in contem¬ 
plation of a final disposi¬ 
tion being made that’s 
acceptable to the district 
attorney’s office.” 

Aspen prosecutor 
Arnold Mordlcin 
declined to com¬ 
ment on settle¬ 
ment discus¬ 
sions. 


CelebTweets 


LINDSAY LOHAN is 

looking to dress up \ ^ k 
her alcohol-monitoring 
anklet, HEIDI MONTAG ■* ^ 
asserts her independence, 
LJOHN STAMOS is remember¬ 
ing Gary Coleman, and CO¬ 
NAN O’BRIEN is rooting for 
the home team. 

(§lindsaylohan Can CHANEL 
please help me out by get¬ 
ting me some stickers to put 
on my scram bracelet so that 
I can at least wear a chic 
dress?! maybe!? 

Qheidimontag PS: I am not 
Heidi Pratt, I am Heidi Mon¬ 
tag.er. 



WIN A HERBAL ESSENCES 
PROM PRIZE PACK, 
AND EXPLORE ALL THE 
STYLING POSSIBILITIES! 


50 Cent drops 50-plus pounds 


@JohnStamos mamas, don't 
let your babies grow up to 
be...actors, r.i.p. gary 



LOSING WEIGHT FOR HIS ART 
THIS TIME Losing 50-plus 
pounds was a complicated 
process for 50 Cent — but 
not an entirely new one. 

The rapper, who plays a 
football player with can¬ 
cer in the upcoming 
film Things 
Fall Apart, 
dropped 
from 214 
pounds to 
160 in nine 
weeks after 
liquid diet¬ 


ing and running on a 
treadmill three 
hours a day. 

But the 33-year- 
old said that 
when he was shot 
in the jaw in 
2000, he could 
drink only liquids 
and his weight 
dropped to 
157. 

“This time 
it was a lot 
tougher for 
me,” the six- 


foot-tall rapper said in an 
interview Friday with the 
Associated Press. 

“I had to discipline my¬ 
self not... to actually have 
myself be in the physical 
state to convey the energy 
I felt. It’s a passion project 
for me,” said 50 Cent, 
whose real name is Curtis 
Jackson. 

The film is about a child¬ 
hood friend of the rapper 
who died of cancer, and is 
in production. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Montag is moving to Malibu... alone 


A COUPLE JUST TOO PERFECT 

for real life MTV reality 
star Heidi Montag has had 
enough of husband 
Spencer Pratt and is mov¬ 
ing out, according to TMZ. 

“Heidi is looking to 
move out due to all the 
fake bad press that Spencer 
controls. She’s tired of it 
and is looking for a place 


and wants to focus on her 
acting career,” a source 
says. And according to her 
friend, she’ll be moving to 
Malibu — at least for the 
summer. 

“We’re really excited to 
do girly things and show 
people who we really are 
and that we’re really fun, 
sweet and loyal girls,” pal 




QConanOBrien My Celtics 
are in the finals! 

And by "my 
Celtics," I mean 
my 2 nd cousins. 

They're all in the 
final stage of 
liver cirrhosis. 


Brand will only 
speak to 'fans' 

THERE GOES OBJECTIVITY OUT 

the window Russell Brand, 
who has made fun of plen¬ 
ty of folks in entertainment 
and politics in the past, ap¬ 
parently isn’t interested in 
being the butt of any jokes 
himself. He’s busy promot¬ 
ing his new film, Get Him 
to the Greek, and according 
to Page Six, the British co¬ 
median will only agree to 
speak to journalists who go 
on record as having liked 
the film first. 

METRO WORLD NEWS 



“Seat 
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_ IN LESS THAN 

h YEAR ! 
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REEVES COLLEGE 


REEVES EDMONTON 1-800-533-1457 
JASPER AVE 

WWW.CLASSES.REEVESCOLLEGE.CA 


HEALTH CARE Acupuncture | Massage Therapy | Medical Office Assistant | 

Pharmacy Technician | Early Childhood Education | Advanced Massage Therapy 


TECHNOLOGY Network and Internet Security Specialist | Help Desk Support Analyst | Graphic Design 


BUSINESS 
& LEGAL 


Paralegal | Business Administration - E-Commerce Management | 

Professional Legal Assistant | Accounting & Payroll Administrator | 

Hospitality Management (AHLA) | Travel and Tourism | Oil & Gas Admin Assistant | 
Business Administration Management | Business Admin Assistant 
*Not all programs available at all campuses. 


Financial Aid Available to Qualified Applicants 

Career Services Assistance 

High Graduate Employment Rates 

Ask us about our 1 year Evening Diploma programs 

10 Campuses in Alberta: Classes Filling Fast - Call Now to Reserve a Seat 


CPI COLLEGE 


CDI EDMONTON 1-866-789-1903 

EDM SOUTH - 23RD AVE • EDM CITY CENTRE - JASPER AVE 

EDM NORTH -137 AVE • WWW.EDM.CDIC0LLEGE.CA 
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metronews.ca 


metro 


Today 

Mostly Cloudy 

g c /l c 


Tuesday Wednesday 

' L Partly Cloudy ' ' Partly Cloudy 

1 *16 C /1 C 19 c / 5 c 



Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

"My favourite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes’.’ WEEKDAYS AT 6 A.M. 


entertainment 15 


Take Five 



Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 


ACROSS 


1 Wagon 
5 German 
pronoun 

8 Hawaiian dance 

12 On the briny 

13 Cattle call? 

14 Soon, 
poetically 

15 Celebrity 

16 Three Bears’ 
meal 

18 Walk 
cautiously 

20 Not wide 

21 Actress Paquin 

23 iPhone, for ex. 

24 Concede 
reluctantly 

28 Remove the 
lid 

31 Lingerie item 

32 Glacial ridge 

34 Before 

35 Rotating parts 
37 Get unstuck 
39 Schedule abbr. 

41 Name of 12 
Popes 

42 Mysterious 
45 Rookie 

49 President 


dubbed “Silent 
Cal” 

51 Bedouin 

52 Shaving 
mishap 

53 Type measures 

54 Branch 

55 Antlered 
animals 

56 Greek 
consonants 

57 Young 
socialites 


DOWN 


1 Group of actors 

2 Wine region of 
Italy 

3 Harvest 

4 Dentist’s 
concern 

5 Hovered 
threateningly 

6 Dove’s 
comment 

7 Trumpet 

8 Coiffure 

9 Bare 

10 Trademark 
symbol 

11 From the 
beginning 


17 Knock 
19 Burden 
22 “Get — on 
yourself!” 

24 U.K. telly 
option 

25 Historic time 

26 Rooster 
trained to fight 

27 Comfort 

29 Work unit 

30 Born 
33 Hint 

36 Pursues prey 
38 1963 
newsmaking 
villain 
40 Blackbird 

42 Teen’s woe 

43 Stir up 

44 Paradise 

46 Soft cheese 

47 Poetic foot 

48 Recedes 

50 Wildebeest 



PREVIOUS DAY’S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Amish Farmer’s 
Light Supper 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 strips lean bacon, 
chopped 

2 1/2 cups frozen hash 

brown potatoes with 

onions and green peppers 

5 large eggs 

2 large egg whites 

1/4 cup 1% milk 

1/2 tsp dried chervil leaves 

or thyme leaves 

1/2 tsp salt 

1/4 tsp pepper 

METHOD: 

1. In 25-cm skillet, cook 
bacon over moderate heat 
until crisp. Remove bacon, 
reserving drippings in skil¬ 
let. Drain bacon on paper 
towels; set aside. 

2. Add potatoes to 
reserved drippings; cook 8 
to 10 minutes or until ten¬ 
der, stirring often. 


3. In large bowl, whisk 
eggs, egg whites, milk, 
chervil, salt and pepper. 
Pour egg mixture over po¬ 
tatoes and bacon. Cook 
over moderate heat with¬ 
out stirring, until set on 
bottom and around edge. 
(Use corner of spatula to 
constantly lift cooked 
edge so uncooked eggs 
flow to bottom.) Cook 3 
minutes or until eggs are 
almost set. Cover; cook 1 
minute or until eggs are 
set but still moist. 
Sprinkle with cooked ba¬ 
con. 

SERVES 4 



For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month’s 
Reader’s Digest, on 
newsstands now! 


Horoscopes by Sally Brompton saiiybrompton.com 


For Sally’s expanded daily and weekend horoscopes, visit metronews.ca 


ARIES (O 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

If you use your imagination to¬ 
day you will come up with a 
wonderful idea. Others may 
have doubts that it will work but 
you can make it happen. 

LIBRA fa 

SEPT 23 -OCT 23 KZS 

Tiy to think beyond your nor¬ 
mal limits today. Some of the 
ideas may be impractical but 
they will lead you to other 
ideas that can be made to work. 


TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 

Think the unthinkable — then 
go out and do it. Even if you 
consider yourself a conserva¬ 
tive type of Taurus you will be 
feeling radical, even rebellious. 

SC0RPI ° (V) 

OCT 24 -NOV 22 Vjjy 

Something you have long be¬ 
lieved in is beginning to look a 
little shaky as facts you were 
previously unaware of make 
themselves known. 


GEMINI /^\ 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 Viy 

Just because an idea isn’t prac¬ 
tical does not mean you should 
not go ahead with it. Anyway, 
who says it isn’t practical? 

SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 VC/ 

By all means set yourself new 
goals. By all means aim high. 
But don’t aim for perfection, 
for that can never be reached.. 


CANCER /£\ 

JUNE 22-JULY22 \p/ 

There is no need to feel guilty 
about your desires. They are in 
no way unusual. You are hiding 
from yourself what those 
around you already know. 

CAPRICORN /Ov 

DEC 22-JAN 20 

Because you are bored with 
your current situation you 
could easily be persuaded to 
get involved in an issue that is 
none of your business. 


GJ 


LEO 

JULY 23 -AUG 23 

You may desperately want to 
believe that someone is telling 
you the truth but deep down 
you know it isn’t true. 

AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

What you think is the truth 
now is liable to be proved 
wrong later on. Also, the line 
between fact and fantasy is 
likely to be blurred. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24 -SEPT 22 \*/ 

The harder you work today the 
less you will achieve, and the 
less you achieve the harder you 
will feel the need to work. It’s a 
vicious cycle. 

PISCES /CN 

FEB 19 -MARCH 20 

Is it wrong to enjoy something 
that has no greater meaning 
than the fact that you find it 
pleasurable? Of course not. 


This day in history 

1279 BC: Rameses II (The Great) (19th dynasty) 
becomes pharaoh of Ancient Egypt. 

1866; John O'Neill leads 850 Fenian raiders across the 
Niagara River at Buffalo, N.Y./Fort Erie, Ont., as part of 
an effort to free Ireland from the English. Canadian 
militia and British regulars repulse the invaders in over 
the next three days, at a cost of 9 dead and 38 wounded 
to the Fenian's 19 dead and about 17 wounded. 

1911: The ocean liner R.M.S. Titanic is launched. 

1927: The last Ford Model T rolls off the assembly line 
after a production run of 15,007,003 vehicles. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


THE GREATEST 
CLUB SINCE 
"SANDWICH" 




Adventure! 

Teach English Overseas 

> TESOL Certified in 5 Days 

> In-Class or Online 

> No Degree Required! 

1.888.270.2941 

10037B - 82 Ave • Job Guaranteed! 
Next Course: July 7th -11th 
www.globaltesol.com 


JOIN CLUB METRO TODAY! CLUBMETRO.COM 
































































































































































Camera 


Photos 


Calendar 


Messages 


Weather 


Stocks 


YouTube 


Calculator 


iTunes 


Metro 


"ONE OF 
THE BEST 
NEWS APPS 

"Really cool. Lets you read articles offline too!" 
- Real user review 

The free Metro Canada application is 
available on the App Store. 

Don't have an iPhone or iPod touch? 

Visit m.metn^iews.ca for news on the move. 


Available on the 

App Store 


metwnews.ca 



